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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
FARINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report,  for  the  year  1925, 
upon  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Rural 
District  of  Faringdon. 

In  framing  the  report,  the  lines  laid  down  in  the 
Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular,  of  loth  December,  1925,  as 
to  the  contents  and  arrangement  of  the  annual  reports  of 
Medical  OfFcers  of  Health,  have  been  followed  as  closely  as 
practicable. 

The  most  noteworthy  features  of  the  vital  statistics 
of  the  year  are  : — A fall  in  the  birth-rate,  which  has  now 
reached  the  lowest  figure  ever  recorded,  with  the  exception 
of  the  years  1918  and  1919  when  the  rate  was  influenced  by 
war  conditions  ; a general  death-rate  about  equal  to  the 
average  of  the  preceding  10  years  ; and  a rate  of  infant 
mortality  nearly  28  per  cent,  above  the  average  of  the 
preceding  10  years.  With  the  exception  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
which  was  prevalent  in  a very  mild  form  in  the  town  of 
Faringdon,  and  Chickenpox,  which  was  epidemic  in  various 
parts  of  the  district,  no  notifiable  disease  was  prevalent. 
Whooping  Cough,  which  is  not  notifiable,  was  epidemic  in 
many  parishes  and  was  responsible  for  a total  of  5 deaths. 

W.  SISAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Bank  Chambers, 

Cross  Street, 

Reading. 

May,  1925. 


FARINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 
THE  DISTRICT. 


Area  (land  and  inland  water)  ...  59,696  acres. 

Estimated  Population  (1925)  ...  11,111 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  ...  2,734 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  2,768 

Rateable  Value  (1925^  ...  ...  £107,614 

Snm  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  £378 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character. — The  district 
is  bounded  on  the  noith  by  the  Thames,  excepting  for  the  parish  of 
Lechlade,  which  is  situatea  in  Gloucestershire  and  lies  nort  h of  the  river. 
The  river  Cole,  a tributary  of  the  Thames,  forms  the  western  boundary, 
while  on  the  south  and  east  the  boundaries  are  mainly  artificial. 

A wide  belt  of  Oxford  Clay  follows  the  line  of  the  Thames  and  is 
represented  mainly  by  fiat  meadows  ; immediately  south  of  this  succeed 
the  hills  formed  of  Corallian  deposits  and  known  as  the  Berkshire  Ridge* 
At  the  extreme  sout  h of  the  district  the  chalk  hills  of  the  Berkshire  Downs 
run  roughly  east  and  west  ; and  between  the  Downs  and  the  Berkshire 
Ridge  lies  the  broad  and  fertile  Vale  of  White  Horse,  where  the  geological 
formations  consist  largely  of  Kimmeridge  Clay,  though  Lower  Greensand, 
Gault  Clay  and  Upper  Greensand  are  exposed  in  parts. 

The  district  is  entirely  agricultural,  and  contains  two  market 
towns — Fanngdon,  with  a population  of  about  3,000,  and  Lechlade,  with 
a population  of  about  1,000. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. — 

Total  M F 

( Legitimate  ...  181  ...  96  ...  85  ') 

Births  5 C Birth  Rate  17.0. 

t Illegitimate...  8 ...  5 ...  3 ) 

Deaths  150  Death  Rate  13.6. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  : — Nil, 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : 

Legitimate  66.  Illegitimate  250.  Total  74. 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil. 

„ „ whooping  cough  (all  ages)  ...  5 

„ „ diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  3 

Average  Rates  for  the  10  years,  1915 — 24  : — 

Birth-rate  19.0.  Death-rate  13.6  Infant  Mortality  (deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births)  58. 

The  principal  vital  statistics  of  England  and  Wales  tor  the  year  1925  are 
as  follows  : 

Birth-rate  18.3.  Death-rate  12.2.  Infant  Mortality  75. 

Ninety-nine  per  cent,  of  the  births  registered  during  1925  in  the 
Berkshire  portion  of  the  district  were  notified  to  me  as  required  by  the 
Notification  of  Births  Acts  ; and  6 stillbirths  were  notified  in  addition. 
From  the  Gloucestershire  portion  of  the  district,  which  comprises  the 
parish  of  Lechlade  only,  births  are  notified  to  the  Counry  Medical  Officer 
ot  Health. 

In  order  to  render  the  death-rates  of  difterent  areas  fairly  com" 
parable  with  each  other,  adjustments  must  be  made  to  compensate  fo** 
differences  in  the  age  and  sex  constitutions  of  the  populations.  For  this 
purpose  factors  based  upon  the  census  returns  have  been  supplied  by  the 
Registrar  General.  The  standardizing  factor  supplied  for  this  district  applies 
to  the  Berkshire  portion  only  ; and  for  this  portion,  which  contains  about 
90  per  cent,  of  the  total  population,  the  standard  death-rate  in  1925  was 
10.5  as  compared  with  a crude  death-rate  of  14.1.  The  stan  lard  death-rate 
represents  the  death-rate  which  presumably  would  have  been  experienced 
had  the  age  and  sex  constitutions  of  tUe  population  been  similar  to  chat  of 
the  whole  country.  The  population  of  this  district  probably  contains  an 
excess  of  elderly  persons  and  a deficiency  of  young  adults  as  compared  with 
that  of  England  and  Wales. 

Of  the  150  persons  whose  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year, 
87  were  aged  65  and  upwards — 14  being  between  65  and  70  year>:,  27 
between  70  and  75,  15  between  75  and  80,  18  between  80  and  85,  9 
between  85  and  90,  and  4 over  90  years. 

The  increased  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  partly  explained  by  the 
prevalence  of  whooping  cough,  which  disease  was  responsible  for  4 infant 
deaths.  The  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  expressed  as  the  annual  number 
of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  to  every  1,000  births  registered  in  the 
same  year.  Owing  to  the  comparatively  small  number  ot  births  in  the 
district,  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  subject  to  annual  fluctuations  of  con- 
siderable range,  as  one  or  two  infant  deaths,  more  or  less,  make  a great 
difference  to  the  mortality  rate.  Much  significance  cannot  therefore  be 
attached  to  the  figures  for  any  one  year,  but  the  average  rates  of  series  of 
years  afford  a better  guide.  The  five-yearly  averages  of  the  past  20  years 
are  as  follows 1906-1910  = 74  ; 1911-1915  = 69  ; 1916-1920  = 55  ; 

19*1-1925  = 62. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 


Notifiable  Diseases,  other  than  Tuberculosis  during  the 

Year  : — 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 
admitted 
to  hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

34 

33 

— 

Enteric  Fever  , including  Paiaty- 

— 

— 

— 

plioi(l) 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Pneiinrorria 

1 

— 

4 (all  forms) 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

— 

— 

Chicken-pox 

58 

— 

— 

'Tuberculosis  : — 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Non- 

Non- 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Pultnonary. 

M 

F 

M . 

F 1 

I '»  1 

, F 

M 

F 

0— l 

1— 5 

5—10 

10—15 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 



15—20 

-■  — 





■ _ 





■ 



20—25 



1 



1 



1 





25—85 

1 



1 



1 

1 





85 — 45 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 





1 

45—55 







■ 

1 







55—65 





1 



. - 



- 





65  & upward 

— 

i 1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

2 

1 4 

3 

2 

1 3 

3 

— 

1 

All  the  fatal  cases  ot  Tuberculosis  had  been  duly  notified.  No 
action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations 
1925,  has  yet  been  found  necessary. 

The  attack-rate  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  1925  was  equal  to  3.06 
cases  per  1 000  of  the  population,  while  no  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred. 
In  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  the  attack-rates  per  1,0C0  of  population 
were  2.80  for  Scarlet  Fever  and  1,23  for  Diphtheria, 
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The  number  ol  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  district  was  made  up 
of  29  at  Faringdon,  3 at  Shellingford  and  2 at  Longworth.  Twenty-three 
of  the  Faringdon  cases  arose  in  the  first  four  months  of  the  year,  and  a 
detailed  report  upon  these  cases  was  submitted  in  May  to  the  Local 
Authority  and  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  It  is  sufficient  to  state  here  that 
the  disease  was  undoubtedly  spread  by  mild,  unrecognised  cases,  and  that 
the  29  cases  included  17  in  the  Children’s  Home  of  the  Poor  Law  Institu- 
tion— 14  in  the  month  of  April,  2 in  September,  and  1 in  December.  All 
the  cases  from  the  Children’sHomes  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital; 
and  it  was  considered  inadvisable  that  on  discharge  from  the  hospital  the 
convalescents  should  return  at  once  to  the  Home,  as  there  was  UQ  means 
there  of  keeping  them  apart  from  the  other  children.  They  were  therefore 
sent  for  about  a month  to  the  Smallpox  Hospital,  which  had  been  erected 
near  Shrivenham,  in  1923,  in  view  of  the  occurrence  during  that  year  of 
cases  of  Smallpox  in  neighbouring  districts. 

This  arrangment  proved  quite  satisfactory,  and  also  served  as  a 
trial  of  the  working  of  the  Smallpox  Hospital,  which  had  not  previously 
been  used.  Although  subsequent  cases  arose  in  the  Children’s  Home,  they 
occurred  at  too  long  intervals  after  the  return  of  the  convalescents  to  that 
institution  for  them  to  be  regarded  as  “return  cases.” 

Excepting  that  in  one  of  the  Shellinglord  c ises  the  disease  was 
contracted  during  a holiday  in  Wiltshire,  the  remaining  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  in  the  district  presented  no  features  of  special  interest. 

The  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  a young,  unmarried  woman,  who 
was  admitted,  while  in  labour,  to  the  Poor  Law  Infirmary  from  a district 
in  Oxfordshire,  and  was  delivered  immediately  after  arrival  at  the  institu- 
tion. This  was  a very  severe  case  of  the  disease,  and  the  patient  was 
removed  to  the  Abingdon  Isolation  Hospital,  where  she  died  eight  days 
after  confinement. 

Compulsory  notification  of  Chickenpox  was  instituted  in  the 
district  in  1923  owing  to  threatened  invasion  by  Smallpox  during  that 
year. 

Both  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  received  medical  treat- 
ment in  their  own  homes,  and  both  infants  recovered  without  permanent 
injury  to  sight. 

The  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  was  a schoolboy,  aged  9,  who 
was  first  taken  ill  in  February.  He  was  treated  at  home  and  recovered 
from  the  acute  stage  of  the  disease,  but  was  left  with  considerable  mental 
impairment  which  still  persists.  No  clue  to  the  origin  of  the  disease 
could  be  found. 

A total  of  943  articles  were  disinfected  in  the  Council’s  steam 
disinfector  during  the  year. 

OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS 

Influenza  was  prevalent  in  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  ; 
Whooping  Cough  was  present  in  one  parish  or  another  throughout  the 
whole  year;  German  Measles  broke  out  at  Bourton  in  January  and  spread 
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first  to  the  adjoining  parishes  of  Shrivenham  and  Ashbury,  later  to  many 
other  parishes,  including  Faringdon.  In  the  last-named  the  disease  was 
concurrent  with  an  outbreak  of  mild  Scarlet  Fever,  and  many  cases  of  the 
latter  were  regarded  by  the  parents  of  affected  children  as  German  Measles 
and  medical  attendance  was  not  sought.  Measles  was  prevalent  at  Lech- 
lade  in  November.  No  other  specially  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness  or 
invalidity  were  evident. 


» The  only  school  closed  for  infectious  disease  was  Ashbury 
Parochial,  which  was  closed  for  a period  of  three  weeks  in  May,  on  account 
of  prevalence  of  German  Measles. 


At  the  following  schools  attendance  was  reduced  to  below  60  per 
cent,  of  the  average  by  the  diseases  a od  for  the  periods  specified  : — 


Ashbury  Parochial 
Bourton 
Buckland 
Coleshill  C.  of  E. 

Faringdon  Council  Infants 
Kingstone  Lisle 
Longcot  and  Fernham 
Longworth 
Shrivenham 


German  Measles,  one  week  in  April 

„ „ four  weeks  in  February 

Whooping  Cough,  one  week  in  April 
German  Measles,  two  weeks  in  July  <k  October 
Chickenpox,  one  week  in  June 

Whooping  Cough  four  weeks  in  October 
„ „ one  week  in  December 

„ „ one  week  in  September 

Mumps  two  weeks  in  December 


LABORATORY  WORK,  &c. 


The  Local  Authority  bears  the  cost  of  Antitoxin  used  for  the  treat- 
ment of  Diphtheria,  and  also  the  cost  of  all  bacteriological  examinations 
necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  public  health.  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is 
supplied  to  medical  practitioners  from  my  office,  and  during  the  year  two 
doses  (8,000  units  each)  were  issued.  Bacteriological  examinations  made 
dining  the  year  at  the  cost  of  the  Local  Authority  consisted  ot  5 
specimens  Irom  suspected  oases  of  Diphtheria  and  2 specimens  from  a 
uspccted  case  of  Enteric  or  Paratyphoid  Fever,  all  of  which  were  exam- 
ed  at  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital  and  gave  negative  results. 


No  Schick  and  Dick  tests  for  susceptibility  to  Diphtheria  and 
Scarlet  Fever  respectively  have  yet  been  made  use  of,  and  none  of  the 
recently  developed  methods  of  artificial  imniunization  against  these 
diseases  have  been  practised. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  FIVE  YEARS. 

1921—1925. 


The  following  table  ^ives  the  nuoiber  of  cases  notified  during 
each  of  the  five  years  : — 


Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid 
Puerperal  Fever 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Malaria 
Dysentery 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  Tiibei  culosis 
Chickenpox 


Outbreaks  of  Diphtheria  in  this  district  have  rarely  been  extensive, 
and  have  usually  consisted  of  eit  her  single  sporadic  cases  or  else  of  groups  of 
two  or  three  cases  in  a parish,  though  occasionally  larger  outbreaks  have 
occurred.  The  largest  number  of  cases  in  any  one  parish  during  the  five 
years  represented  in  the  above  table  were  9 at  Stanford -in-the-Vale,  in 
1922,  but  only  three  different  families  were  aftected.  During  the  five  years 
only  one  death  resulted  from  the  disease. 

The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  ir  regular  during  the  past 
five  years,  though  previously  some  tendency  to  i)eriodicity  was  apparent. 
Forty  of  the  58  cases  notiried  in  1924  and  1925  arose  in  the  town  of 
Faringdon,  where  the  disease  was  of  a very  mild  type,  and  only  three 
other  parishes  were  aflected  during  the  two  years.  In  1922,  however,  the 
cases  were  distributed  over  II  parishes,  and,  though  the  bulk  of  the  cases 
were  mild,  a few  were  severe  and  one  proved  fatal.  This  was  the  only 
death  from  the  disease  during  the  five  years.  Mild  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
which  remained  utirecognised  until  furtlier  cases  had  arisen,  have  been 
numerous,  and  appear  to  have  been  largely  responsible  for  spread  of  the 
disease. 

The  duty  of  notifying  cases  of  Acute  Pneumonia  is  rarely  observed 
in  this  district,  but  I believe  that  any  unusual  incidence  would  be  reported 
by  the  medical  practitioners  in  attendance. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  DISTRICT. 


HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL.— 
The  Tuberculosis  Hospitals  provided  by  the  Berkshire  County  Coun- 
cil are  the  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium,  Peppard,  near  Reading, 
and  the  Abingdon  Sanatorium,  near  Abingdon.  Those  provided  or 
subsidised  by  the  Gloucestershire  County  Council  are  Standish  House 
Tuberculosis  Institution,  near  Stonehouse  ; Cheltenham  General 
Hospital  (surgical  cases)  ; Gloucester  Isolation  Hospital  and  Stroud 
Isolation  Hospital  (for  advanced  cases). 

The  general  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  District  is  Abingdon 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Abingdon,- to  which  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever  are  admitted  under  an  agreement.  For 
Smallpox,  the  Local  Authority  possesses  three  Berthon  portable  hospi- 
tal tents,  for  which  three  concrete  sites  have  been  constructed  in 
different  parts  of  the  district.  This  hospital  was  erected  at  Shrivenham 
in  1923,  and  has,  ever  since,  been  kept  in  readiness  for  the  reception 
of  patients. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES.— (a)  For  ordinary  infectious 
cases  the  motor  ambulance  belonging  to  Abingdon  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  is  used,  and  the  Council  have  a horse  ambulance  for  Smallpox 
cases,  (b)  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  the  only  provision 
in  the  District  is  an  ambulance  provided  by  public  subscriptions,  &c., 
and  in  the  charge  of  the  Faringdon  Parish  Council.  This  is  capable 
of  conveying  one  patient,  and  can  be  pony-drawn  or  propelled  by  hand. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.— The  only 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the  District  are  held  at  the 
Mission  Hall,  Faringdon,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  every  month,  at 
2.30  p.m.,  and  at  Kingstone  Lisle  on  the  first  Monday  in  every 
month,  at  2 p.m.  The  Centres  are  provided  and  managed  by  volun- 
tary committees,  but  the  Berkshire  County  Council  pays  the  Medical 
Officers. 

The  Berkshire  County  Council  holds  an  Eye  Clinic  for  school- 
children  at  the  Old  Savings’  Bank,  Faringdon,  from  time  to  time. 

No  other  clinics  or  treatment  centres  are  held  in  the  District. 

The  nearest  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  provided  by  the  Berk- 
shire County  Council  is  at  Wantage,  and  the  nearest  provided  by  the 
Gloucestershire  County  Council  is  at  Cirencester,  where  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  work  and  treatment  of  schoolchildren  also  are  carried 
out. 
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Clinics  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  are  held  at 
Cirencester  Hospital,  the  RadclifFe  Infirmary,  Oxford,  and  the  Royal 
Berks  Hospital,  Reading. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS.— In  addition  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  only  officer  in  1925  was  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  J.  J.  Beresford,  who  devotes  his  whole  time  to  the 
duties.  He  holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examina- 
tion Board.  Half  of  his  salary  is  repaid  by  the  County  Councils  out 
of  Exchequer  grants. 

In  January,  1926,  Mr.  J.  P.  Swan,  M.R.C.V.S.,  was  appointed 
as  part-time  Meat  Inspector,  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regula- 
tions, 1924. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.— 
(a)  General. — District  nursing  associations,  affiliated  to  the  Berkshire 
County  Nursing  Association,  and  receiving  subsidies  from  the  Berk- 
shire County  Council  for  midwifery,  maternity  and  health  visiting, 
and  for  nursing  patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  or  Measles,  are 
established  for  the  parishes  of  Bourton,  Buckland,  Buscot,  Charney, 
Little  Coxwell,  Faringdon,  Hinton  Waldrist,  Kingstone  Lisle,  Long- 
worth,  Pusey,  Shrivenham  and  Watchfield.  Independent  district 
nursing  associations  work  in  the  parishes  of  Ashbury,  Coleshill  and 
Lechlade.  For  midwifery,  health  visiting,  tuberculosis  visiting,  and 
school  nursing  in  the  parish  of  Lechlade,  which  is  in  Gloucestershire, 
the  Gloucestershire  County  Council  make  an  annual  payment  to  the 
association  concerned. 

(b)  For  infectious  diseases. — The  district  nursing  associations  affili- 
ated to  the  Berkshire  County  Nursing  Association  undertake  the 
nursing  of  Measles  in  their  districts,  as  also  does  the  Lechlade 
Nursing  Association. 

MIDWIVES — Ten  midwives  practise  in  the  District.  None 
of  them  is  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  public  health  authority. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE.— The  following  are  the 
Adoptive  Acts,  Byelaws  and  Regulations  in  force  within  the  District  : 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  Part  III. 

Regulations  respecting  Dairies,Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  1902. 

From  April  7th,  1925,  by  order  of  the  Minister  of  Health, 
Section  39  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Section  20  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  came  into  force  in  the 
contributory  place  of  Great  Faringdon. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


WATER  SUPPLY. — The  following  is  a brief  account  of  the 
water  supply  of  each  parish  in  the  district. — 

Ashbury  : — The  greater  part  of  the  village  is  supplied, 
mainly  by  means  of  standpipes,  from  the  public  waterworks  which 
were  completed  in  November,  1925.  This  supply  was  obtained  by 
the  extension  of  an  estate  supply  which  previously  delivered  water  to 
four  farms  only.  The  water  is  derived  from  a spring  in  a chalk  hill 
and  is  delivered  by  a ram  into  a reservoir.  The  supply  is  constant, 
and  the  water  pure  and  abundant. 

Baulking  : — Private  wells  and  one  public  pump.  The  sub- 
soil is  clay  and  the  water  supply  unsatisfactory.  The  question  of 
providing  a piped  supply  has  for  many  years  been  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Local  Authority,  and  it  is  hoped  that  definite  steps 
will  shortly  be  taken. 

Bourton  : — The  village  has  a public  supply  from  a reservoir 
fed  by  a spring  in  the  upper  greensand.  There  are  a few  house  con- 
nections, but  the  supply  is  mainly  by  means  of  standpipes.  The 
supply  is  constant,  abundant  and  pure. 

Buckland A few  houses  obtain  their  supply  from  estate 

mains,  the  rest  of  the  parish  is  dependent  upon  private  wells. 

Buscot  . — There  is  one  public  well  with  pump  in  the  village, 
also  one  standpipe  connected  with  the  estate  reservoir  which  is 
supplied  with  water  pumped  from  the  Thames.  Private  wells  also. 

Charney  : — Private  wells. 

CoLESHiLL  : — One  public  pump.  Private  wells. 

Compton-Beauchamp  : — Ditto  and  ditto. 

CoxwELL  Great  : — Ditto  and  ditto. 

CoxwELL  Little  : — Ditto  and  ditto. 

Eaton  Hastings  : — A standpipe  in  connection  with  the 
estate  supply.  Private  wells. 

Faringdon  Great  : — The  town  is  mainly  supplied 
from  the  public  waterworks.  The  water  is  pumped  from  deep 
borings  (which  penetrate  the  lower  greensand  and  Corallian  beds) 
into  reservoirs  and  distributed  by  means  of  standpipes  and  house  con- 
nections. The  supply  is  constant,  abundant  and  pure.  About  40 
houses  in  the  towm  and  all  the  outlying  houses  in  the  parish  are 
dependent  upon  private  wells. 

Fernham  : — One  public  pump.  Private  wells. 
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Hatford  : — Ditto  and  ditto. 

H INTON  Waldrist  : — Private  wells. 

Kingstone  Lisle  : — The  hamlet  of  Fawler  has  a public 
supply  derived  from  a boring  in  the  upper  greensand  and  distributed 
by  means  of  standpipes.  The  supply  is  constant,  abundant  and  pure. 
Private  wells  for  the  remainder  of  the  parish. 

Lechlade  : — The  town  of  Lechlade  has  a public  supply 
pumped  from  wells  in  the  gravel  to  water  towers  and  distributed  on 
the  constant  system  to  standpipes  and  house  connections.  The  supply 
is  abundant  and  pure.  Private  wells  for  the  outlying  houses  in 
the  parish. 

Longcot  : — Two  public  pumps.  Private  wells. 

Longworth  : — Private  wells. 

PusEY  : — Ditto. 

Shellingford  : — Estate  waterworks  supply  part  of  the 
village  through  standpipes,  the  water  being  derived  from  springs. 
Private  wells  for  the  remainder  of  the  parish. 

Shrivenham  : — One  public  pump.  Private  wells. 

Stanford-in-the-Vale  : — Private  wells. 

Uffington  : — Public  supply  collected  from  springs  in  the 
upper  greensand  into  a small  reservoir  and  distributed  to  standpipes 
and  house  connections.  The  supply  is  constant,  pure  and  abundant. 

Watchfield  : — Private  wells. 

WooLSTONE  : — :One  public  pump  and  private  wells.  A 
stream  also  is  used  as  a supply.  The  provision  of  a public  supply  has 
been  under  consideration*  for  several  years,  but  progress  has  been 
prevented  so  far  by  the  opposition  of  the  principal  landowner. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS  The  whole  of  the  district  is 
within  the  jurisdiction  ot  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  The  following  portions 
of  the  district  are  sewered  : — The  villages  of  Ashbury,  Bourton, 
Buckland,  Kingstone  Lisle  and  Longcot.  The  main  part  of  each 
village  is  sewered,  the  sewage  which  consists  chiefly  of  slopwater  and 
surface-water,  is  disposed  of  in  each  case  by  broad  irrigation.  At 
Kingstone  Lisle  settling  tanks  and  filters  are  used  for  preliminary 
treatment. 

The  Town  of  Faringdon  .* — Practically  the  whole  of  the 
town  is  sewered,  and  a large  majority  of  the  houses  are  connect- 
ed with  the  sewers.  The  sewage  is  disposed  of  by  broad  irrigation. 


1.1 

Some  improvements  to  the  system,  necessitated  by  defects  in  the 
methods  of  disposal,  were  carried  out  during  1925.  Additional  land 
w.is  leased,  and  part  of  this  was  properly  graded  and  laid  out  to  enable 
efficient  distribution  by  means  of  carriers,  which  were  provided.  A 
new  main  distributing  pipe  was  laid,  ai  d an  old  culvert,  which  per- 
mitted of  percolation  of  sewage,  was  reconstructed  and  made  tight 
and  subsequently  used  for  storm  water  (above  six  times  the  dry 
weather  flow)  only.  The  new  system  was  not  at  first  a complete 
success,  but,  after  slight  modifications  had  been  made  in  the  methods, 
satisfactory  results  were  obtained. 

The  Town  of  Lech  lade  : — With  the  exception  of  outlying 
portions,  the  whole  town  is  sewered,  and  the  majority  of 
the  houses  are  connected  with  the  sewers.  Sewage  is  treated  in 
settling  tanks  and  filters,  and  the  filter  effluent  passes  into  the 
Thames. 

The  Village  of  Longworth  : — Sewers  for  slopwater 
and  surface  water  are  laid  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the 
village.  The  sewage  is  disposed  of  by  broad  irrigation. 

The  Villages  of  Shrivenham  and  Stanford-in-the- 
Vale  : — The  main  portion  of  each  village  has  sewers 
for  the  conveyance  of  slop-water  and  surface  water.  In  each  case 
the  sewage  is  treated  by  means  of  settling  tanks  and  filters. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  In  Faringdon,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  houses  have  water-closets,  of  which  about  one-third  are 
cistern-flushed,  and  the  remainder  hand-flushed.  In  Lechlade,  about 
one-third  of  the  houses  have  water-closets,  the  majority  of  which  are 
hand-flushed.  In  Ashbury  and  Bourton  a few  water-closets  exist, 
otherwise  the  closets  are  either  pail  privies  or  vault  privies.  The 
subtitution  of  the  former  for  the  latter  is  being  gradually  carried  out, 
and,  during  the  year,  6 conversions  took  place. 

SCAVENGING  : — The  only  public  scavenging  in  the  district 
is  in  the  towns  of  Faringdon  and  Lechlade.  In  the  former,  domestic 
refuse  is  collected  twice  a week  ; in  the  latter,  collections  are  once  a 
week.  In  both  cases  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  by-  tipping.  The 
system  at  Lechlade  was  first  instituted- in  December,  1925. 

In  several  of  the  larger  villages  systems  of  scavenging  would  be 
of  great  advantage,  as  many  of  the  gardens  are  too  small  for 
satisfactory  disposal  of  refuse. 

The  provisions  of  a water  supply  at  Ashbury,  a scavenging 
system  at  Lechlade,  and  improved  sewage  disposal  at  Faringdon  are 
the  only  new  sanitary  services  instituted  by  the  Local  Authority 
during  the  five  years,  1921  — 1925. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT.— Mr 
Beresford,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  furnished  the  following  sum- 
mary of  work  done  during  the  year  : — 


No.  of  different  premises  visited 
,,  House-to-house  Inspection 

,,  Inspections  and  re-inspections... 

,,  Complaints  received 

,,  Nuisances  discovered 

Notices  Served  {s"l™torr 
,,  Prosecutions 

Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  premises)  ... 

No.  OF  Nuisances  Abated, — 

As  to  Privies,  w.c’s.  sink  wastes,  &c. 
Drains  and  cesspools  ... 

Pigs  or  other  animals 
Cow,  slaughter  and  bakehouses 
Deficient  or  impure  water 
Foul  or  dilapidated  houses 
Overcrowded  houses  ... 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation 
Polluted  ditches,  streams,  &c. 
Other  nuisances 
No.  of  Premises  disinfected 

Water  samples  taken  for  examination 
Food  and  drug  samples 
Seizures  of  unsound  meat,  &c. 

W.c.’s  provided 
Earth  closets  provided 
Wells  closed 

Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 
New  wells  sunk 

Houses  connected  with  water  mains 
Water  certificates  granted 
Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections 


Common  Lodging-houses 
Milkshops 

Cowsheds  and  dairy  farms 

Slaughterhouses 

Bakehouses 

Milkshops 

Cowsheds  and  dairy  farms 

Slaughterhouses 

Bakehouses 

Piggeries 


f No.  on  Register 
INo.  of  Inspections 
No.  on  Register 


No.  of  Inspections 


•Including  2 knackers’  yards. 


653 

488 

1,043 

34 

201 

85 

84 

100 


5 

10 

2 

3 

8 

55 

1 

1 

1 

21 

34 

41 


4 
15 

5 
11 

2 

8 

3 

1 

2 

3 

154 

•26 

21 

17 

149 

106 

36 

63 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 


I INSPECTIONS. 


Premises, 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 
Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 
Workplaces 

(Other  than  Out  Workers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  report). 

Total 


Number  of 

Inspections.  Written  Notices.  Prosecutions. 
8 2 — 

113  14  — 


122  16 


II.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Want  of  cleanliness 
Want  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 

Other  nuisances 
Sanitary  accommodation 
insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective 
Not  separate  for  sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act. 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground bakehouses 
Breach  of  special  sanitary  re- 
quirements for  bakehouses  ... 

Other  Offences 

Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  which  are  included 
in  Part  3 of  this  report 

Total  18  11  1 

III.  HOME  WORK. 

Nil. 

IV.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  20 

Other  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  81 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ...  ...  lOi 

V.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  | Notified  by  H.M,  Inspector  ...  4 

H M.  Inspector  as  remediable  -.Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to 
under  Public  Health  Acts  ( H.M.  Inspector  ...  4 


No.  of  Defects 
Referred  to 

Found.  Remedied.  H.M.  Inspector.  Prosecutions 


10 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-I.AWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

The  only  offensive  trade  established  in  the  district  is  a small 
gut-scraping  business  in  connection  with  a bacon  factory.  No  bye- 
laws respecting  such  business  are  in  force.  No  nuisance  was  caused 
during  the  year,  though  contravention  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  which  will  be  referred  to  later  in  the  report,  was  found 
to  be  taking  place.  There  is  one  small  common  lodging  house,  but 
no  houses  let  in  lodgings,  in  the  accepted  meaning  of  the  term,  are 
known  to  exist.  Tents,  vans,  sheds  and  similiar  structures  are  rarely 
used  as  dwellings. 

Slaughter-houses,  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  are  dealt  with 
under  the  heading  “Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food.” 

SCHOOLS  : — In  the  Berkshire  portion  of  the  district  system- 
atic inspection  of  the  sanitation  of  schools  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  through  the  Medical  Inspectors  of  Schools  and  the 
School  Buildings  Inspector.  The  only  action  taken  during  the  year 
by  the  officers  of  the  Local  Authority  was  with  respect  to  the  water 
supply  of  Littleworth  School,  which  was  found  to  be  polluted  owing 
to  leakage  from  drains  and  cesspool  entering  the  well.  The  drains 
were  relaid  to  discharge  into  a new  cesspool  at  a greater  distance,  and 
the  well  was  cleaned  out  ; the  supply  eventually  became  satisfactory. 

The  Gloucestershire  portion  of  the  district  consists  of  the  parish 
of  Lechlade  only,  and  here  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is 
fairly  satisfactory,  excepting  for  the  closets  which  are  the  old  type  of 
vault  privy  and  difficult  to  keep  free  from  nuisance.  The  water 
supply  is  from  the  town  mains. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY  — Arrangements  for  the  supply  and  distribu- 
tion of  milk  appear  to  be  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amend- 
ment) Act,  1922,  or  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders. 
Improvements  effected  as  the  result  of  informal  notices  consisted,  as 
regards  cowsheds,  of  new  drainage  in  six  cases,  provision  of  good 
water  supply  in  three  cases,  repairs  of  defective  floors  and  walls  in  one 
case  and  cleansing  of  yards  or  sheds  in  eight  cases.  Defects  of  floors 
and  walls  were  remedied  in  the  case  of  two  dairies.  The  general 
standard  of  cleanliness  and  structural  condition  of  milking- 
sheds  and  dairies  has  been  notably  raised  during  the  past  three  years. 
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The  three  milkshops  on  the  register  were  found  satisfactory  on 
inspection.  Registration  of  one  milkshop  was  refused  on  account  of 
unsuitability  of  premises. 

Licence  to  produce  grade  A (Tuberculin  Tested)  milk  was 
granted  to  two  producers,  but  in  one  case  the  licence  was  relinquished 
and  cancelled  in  October.  No  bacteriological  examinations  of  graded 
or  other  milk  have  been  made  at  the  instance  of  the  Local  Authority. 

MEAT  : — The  numbers  of  registered  or  licensed  private 
slaughter-houses  at  the  dates  stated  were  as  follows  : — 


1920. 

Jan.  1925. 

Dec. 

Registered 

nil 

nil 

24 

Licensed 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Total 

nil 

nil 

24 

The  administration  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924  has  not  been  carried  out  as  efficiently  as  could  be  wished,  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  found  himself  unable  to  do  the  work  satisfactorily, 
in  addition  to  his  other  duties,  with  the  means  of  locomotion  provided, 
viz.  an  ordinary  bicycle,  and  the  Local  Authority  and  he  were  unable 
to  agree  as  to  the  amount  of  allowance  for  the  provision  and  main- 
tenance of  a motor  vehicle.  Eventually,  in  January,  1926,  the  Local 
Authority  appointed  a veterinary  surgeon  to  carry  out  inspections 
u'nd'er  the  Regulations.  ^ 

^^'"'Tffie-fellowing  meat  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion : 

2 Beef  carcases  with  organs  Tuberculosis. 

5 „ plucks  „ 

I Pigs  head  „ 

I Sheep  carcase  unsound 

The  whole  of  the  above  was  surrendered  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  disposed  of  by  burial. 

The  only  action  taken  under  the  Regulations  as  regards  shops, 
stores,  stalls  or  vehicles  was  in  respect  of  a gut  scraping  business, 
which  was  carried  on  in  the  same  room  as  was  used  for  the  storage 
of  meat.  In  this  case  the  gut-scraping  processes  were  transferred  to 
another  building  in  consequence  of  informal  action. 

Three  of  the  twenty-four  slaughter-houses  are  of  good  con- 
struction, three  others  are  old  but  fairly  good  buildings,  the  remain- 
der are  defective  in  one  respect  or  another.  Beyond  occasional  delay 
in  removing  dung  and  offal  from  the  premises,  no  serious  faults  in 
management  were  found  during  the  year.  Bye-laws  respecting 
slaughter-houses  have  not  yet  been  put  into  force  but  are  under 
consideration. 
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In  addition  to  the  slaughter-houses,  there  are  two  licensed 
knacker’s  yards  in  the  district.  In  the  case  of  one  of  them,  nuisances 
fro  n boiling  and  from  accumulations  of  dung  and  offal  have  been 
caused  and  have  been  abated  under  informal  notices. 

OTHER  FOODS  : — Of  the  21  bakehouses  in  the  district,  19 
are  of  satisfactory  construction,  i is  somewhat  dilapidated  and  also 
badly  ventilated,  and  i is  too  small.  No  serious  faults  in  manage- 
ment were  found  during  the  year. 

The  fried-fish  shops  and  the  premises  of  ice-cream  makers  have 
been  inspected  periodically,  and  found  free  from  serious  defects. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  states  that  the  practice  of  hawking  fish, 
poultry,  fruit  and  vegetables  is  growing,  and  that  adequate  inspection 
of  food  sold  in  this  way  is  impossible  in  so  large  a district.  No 
diseased  or  unsound  food,  other  than  meat,  was  found  during  the  year. 

HOUSING. 

1.  GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS  IN  THE 
DISTRICT  : 

— (i)  The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  approximately  2,770,  of  which  about  2,300,  were  working- 
class  dwellings.  During  the  year,  4 new  houses,  only  one  of  which 
was  a working  class  dwelling,  were  built. 

(2)  '^a)  The  shortage  of  working-class  dwellings  is  estimated  at  a 
minimum  of  200. 

{b)  The  Local  Authority’s  building  scheme  of  1920  pro- 
vided for  the  erection  of  96  houses,  but,  owing  to  various  circum- 
stances, only  4 of  these  (at  Great  Coxwell)  had  been  built  when 
further  progress  under  the  scheme  was  stopped  by  the  Minister  of 
Health.  No  further  scheme  has  since  been  formulated. 

Very  little  private  building  of  working-class  dwellings  has  taken 
place  within  the  past  ten  or  fifteen  years.  Little  advantage  has  been 
taken  of  the  subsidy  granted  by  the  State  under  the  Housing  Act, 
1923,  and  the  local  Authority,  in  September,  1925,  decided  to 
increase  the  amount  of  subsidy  to  120  per  house.  Approval  of 
the  increase  was  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  Jan.  1926. 

(3)  No  important  changes  in  population  took  place  during  the 
year,  nor  are  any  important  changes  anticipated  in  the  future. 

2.  OVERCROWDING  : — (i)  The  number  of  cases  of  over- 
crowding at  the  present  time  cannot  be  definitely  stated,  but  it  is 
estimated  at  about  70. 

{2)  Over  one-fourth  of  the  total  working-class  dwellings  con- 
tain no  more  than  two  bedrooms,  and  occupation  of  these  small 
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cottages  hy  large  families  is  the  principal  cause  of  overcrowding. 
Occupation  of  one  house  by  two  families  is  rarely  met  with. 

(3)  It  will  not  be  possible  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  overcrowd- 
ing until  more  houses  are  available. 

(4)  Three  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated  during  the  year, 
in  consequence  of  informal  action.  In  two  cases  the  houses  were 
enlarged  by  the  building  of  an  additional  room,  in  the  third  case  some 
of  the  occupants  had  to  lodge  elsewhere. 

3.  FITNESS  OF  HOUSES  : — (i)  (a)  The  general  standard  of 
housing  in  the  district  is  poor  as  a large  proportion  of  the  working- 
class  dwellings  are  very  old  and  of  inferior  design  and  construction. 
On  some  of  the  large  estates  very  good  cottages  have  been  built. 

(^)  Dampness,  dilapidation  and  defective  lighting  and  ventilation 
are  the  principal  defects  of  those  houses  which  are  unfit  for  hab- 
itation. 

(r)  Many  of  the  most  serious  defects  are  inherent  in  the  houses 
themselves  ; but,  taking  the  district  as  a whole,  lack  of  proper 
management  and  supervision  by  owners  is  a prominent  contributory 
cause  of  defective  housing.  Misuse  by  tenants,  though  often  the 
cause  of  dirty  state  of  interiors,  is  rarely  the  cause  of  dilapidation. 

(2)  (a)  Statutory  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
were  served  in  respect  of  82  houses,  of  which  50  were  put  into  good 
condition  in  consequence.  In  addition,  the  defects  of  one  house  were 
remedied  as  the  result  of  informal  action. 

(^)  Six  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation.  A 
Closing  Order  was  made  with  respect  to  one  of  them,  but  the  order 
was  found  to  be  invalid  owing  to  a mistake  as  to  ownership  of  the 
house. 

(3)  At  present  the  chief  difficulty  in  dealing  with  houses  unfit 
for  habitation  is  due  to  the  fact  that  few,  if  any,  of  them  can  be  ren- 
dered fit  while  still  occupied  and  there  is  no  available  accommodation 
for  displaced  occupants. 

(4)  The  conditions  as  regards  water  supply  and  closet  accom- 
modation vary  in  the  different  parishes.  In  the  towns  of  Faringdon 
and  Lechlade  and  the  villages  of  Ashbury,  Bourton  and  Uffington 
most  of  the  working-class  dwellings  get  their  water  supply  from  the 
public  mains — chiefly  by  means  of  standpipes.  The  hamlet  of  Fawler 
in  the  parish  of  Kingstone  Lisle,  also  has  a public  supply  distributed 
to  working-class  dwellings  by  means  of  standpipes.  In  four  other 
parishes  part  of  the  principal  village  is  supplied  from  estate  mains 
by  means  of  standpipes.  In  another  parish  a stream  is  the 
principal  source  of  supply.  With  these  exceptions,  the  water  supplies 
are  derived  from  wells — chiefly  of  the  shallow  type. 
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In  the  town  of  Farlngdon  nearly  all  the  working-class  dwellings 
have  water-closets — mostly  hand  flushed.  In  the  town  of  Lechlade 
about  one-third  of  the  working-class  dwellings  have  water-closets 
— mostly  hand-flushed.  Elsewhere  closet  accommodation  consists 
almost  entirely  of  pail-privies  and  vault-privies.  In  the  two  towns 
the  majority  of  the  working-class  dwellings  are  provided  with  slop- 
water  drains  connected  with  the  sewers  ; in  eight  villages  a proportion 
of  the  working-class  dwellings  are  similarly  provided.  Elsewhere, 
with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  drain  discharging  on  to  the  land 
or  into  a ditch,  there  is  no  drainage. 

4.  UNHEALTHY  AREAS  : — No  part  of  the  district  has  been 
represented  as  an  unhealthy  area,  and  no  complaints  of  unhealthy  areas 
have  been  made.  The  unhealthy  areas  are  of  small  extent  and  are 
probably  capable  of  being  dealt  with  satisfactorily  house  by  house. 

5.  BYELAWS  (relating  to  Houses,  to  Houses  let  in  Lodgings, 
and  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  Etc.)  : — (i)  There  are  no  Byelaws  in 
force  in  the  district. 

(2^  Byelaws  relating  to  new  buildings  are  desirable,  and  the 
adoption  of  such  Byelaws  is  at  present  under  consideration.  So  far 
as  is  known,  the  district  does  not  contain  any  houses  let  in  lodgings, 
in  the  generally  accepted  meaning  of  the  term.  Up  to  the  present, 
little  need  has  been  felt  of  Byelaws  relating  to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc., 
but  in  a district  of  this  character  it  is  as  well  to  be  armed  with  powers 
of  control  over  such  habitations  in  case  the  need  arises. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  number  given  separately  under  (b)  ...  5 

(1  working  class  dwelling) 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  Nil 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  5 

1.  Unfit  dwelling  houses 

Inspection  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  470 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  470 

(3  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  10 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defectiv'e  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  1 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  ; — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  became 

operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  • Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  82 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  50 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

c. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of  Closing 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  *1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


•.\fter  this  Closing  Order  wa->  issued  it  was  found  to  be  invalid  owing  to  a misunder- 
standing as  to  ownership  of  the  house. 
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FARINGDON  RURAL 

DISTRICT. 

1925. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH— 

Males. 

Females- 

All  CAUSES 

74 

76 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

2 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

3 

Measles 

— 

— 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

4 

6 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

7 

Influenza 

2 

5 

8 

Encephalitis  lethargica  ... 

— 

— 

9 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

3 

11 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

1 

12 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

7 

12 

13 

Rheumatic  Fev^er 

— 

- 

14 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

7 

4 

16 

Heart  Disease 

10 

9 

17 

Arterio-Sclerosis 

2 

3 

18 

Bronchitis 

4 

10 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

— 

4 

20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

— 

21 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

3 

— 

22 

Diarrhoea,  &c.,  (under  2 years) 

2 

1 

23 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

3 

— 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

— 

25 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

3 

1 

26 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

... 

— 

— 

27 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 

Pregnancy 

and  Parturition 

— 

— 

28 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation.  Pre- 

mature  Birth 

3 

29 

Suicide 

1 

— 

30 

Other  deaths  from  Violence 

1 

1 

31 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

19 

15 

32 

Causes  Ill-Defined  or  Unknown 

... 

— 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

__ 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year,  Total 

6 

8 

Illegitimate 

2 

— 

TOTAL  BIRTHS 

101 

88 

Legitimate 

... 

96 

85 

Illegitimate 

5 

3 

POPULATION 


11,111 


